A matter of trust:
Sir John Tavener (lefl]
and Stephen Layton

Nina Large looks at the logistics
of staging John Tavener's allnight
vigil and outlines its significance
for the Temple Church

ight shift

Tuacced away from: the ncessant pace of Fleer Sireet,

serme of Londen's finest lawwers worlcin the private

haven of Innet and Middle Temple, a maze of cob-
bled allevwaes leading from ane magnilicent build-
ing to arothe: arsund the [nns of Court, At the heart
of the encave les e 8o vearold Templs Church,
one af Londsns most beauniul and sl the meore sa
{or s secrccy. Bul this jure word will be out when
the building nests one of the most ameus choral
projects ever staged: an all-night vignl lasting fram
dusk unal dawn, camposed By Sir John Tivener,
The firs: [ heard obthis monumertal ides was 18
whan Stephen Lavton, organist and
i music 37 e Tempie. casually mentioned
sar a new work was beng wenien for the Temple
Clurch, 12 e serfonmed by the Hols: Singers and
the men aed Lovs ol the Temple Courch Chetr an
ol el e Ternple, Morcover, it was Lo
i suny by 5o

waih e night as ane contnuous can-
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mb campiete with Tizetan horng, Gells and
inczase pmsarted from 3 Greek monastery on
oLl Athos
The rezcnen wis one of 2wed bemes
i moe take fong betore Taverer ning @
b beazd on some of the choristers' mobile phones
{a sure sizn ol allegancey and Layion held every-
one's arerhan by peopering otherwise usrelated
rebearaals wilh hototf-the-press plamisic snippets
of the great work o come
Muezic of tkis leagth and proportion requires
some senous organiation. Layton duly commis-
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sioned a complex Microsoft Access database intg
which he has entered every detai of the work, the
nuznber of hars in each secion, comespending num.
ber of parts, time at which each par: will be sung,
position in the church and so on. lthas been a ser.
ot labour of love and taken hundreds of hours 1o
preduce, but each singer niow has a personal sched.
ile *so that they can all move from 3 to b and szl
go to the loo. Resting and #aing limes are also
siieduled, to the relief of the parmcipants, znd call
lirmes are given to the mindta,

[n Febirzary this yea: evervane involved was intro-
duced to she fearsome daabaze firsthand when they
gathered For 3 workshep with Livien and Tavener
harmsel?. whick centainiv gave them i real sense of
whalt lay zhead. “One obressive of Unis day was w0
get the singers reallv o believe it was worth doing
and get their enthusiasm. It a.s0 gave both Jonin
Tavener and me the charce 19 weck on it first hand,'
Layvion says

Taxing part as a member of te choir, official pho-
togr o for tae event anc autner of this feature
gave e 2 good apprecaton of the Veil's mulsple
dynamics. The wors is very much cenceived for the
space of the Temple and it unicue acoustics. and
the warkshop allowed some useful discoveries. Lay.
ton has taken Tavener's ommnal gositions as start
ing paints w0 spraad the scund right arcund the
building = veices in ihe r2sh-century round church
lend with those fram the e high up above,
: chancel, chanting as
2 ard s gn. Such free
serdous Trust bebween
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rein 15 leslamen: [ 5
e o men,

I way ic iz a ceser coczboranon than | have
had in the past,’ admits Tavener “Stephen is very

musical and has 1 remarkziie orasp of the work.”
Sack o Febriary zooz show
d hetween

Piles of wetzers danr

fing dison ) ith passages
might best Lecome oz of the 12 o1 56 anthems 1o
b extracted {rom the Yed Tor separate publicanon
pgomething impiicit i the comrission),
Lonusualy for Tavenes che sexts cover many reli-
pious persgectives, startng with the most recent
revelatian of God in the werld of [slim and ending
with the mes: ancient. Haaduism, while Chreistan-
i in paricular Christ's
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The work has eight
oveles, which grow eves
more lavered and com-
plex as they progress
through the night. The
eightk  includes  the

parishad Fymm,
Tavener's answer 1o
Parsv's Jerusalem - a
mrassive, chorale-lice out-
Surst with Hindu chant-
ing, tirnpani, hrass and
the full gamuz of singers.
Fram sta= to fnish basic
muscal cells are not so
much  develeped  as
expanded in & manner
rot dissimilar 1o Indian
Ragas. and the compos-
er paints out the severe
mathemnatical construc-
azn which underpins it
rice with a werk this




