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empty - particularly in Tavener's
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portentous drones, bell-strokes, and
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¢ Within the larger symmetry traced by the
: recurring pattern of the eight cycles were
; myriad small symmetries and

; recwrrences. Expectancy was minglodl

i with pleasurable recognition, as some

: particularly shapely or tender phrnse

: came round _ﬁam, slightly varied and

: augmented. The

; made more vividly evident by drumatic

: lighting, and by a performance of heart-
: stopping passion from the Holst Singers.

musical patterns were

Much of the power of the piece lay in

: the combination of economy — laid end-
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; an hour — and amazing stylistic
i variety, (Amazing because Tavener is

always issuing stern anathemas against

: the wicked Western fondness for variety,
: harmony and so on. But it's the sign of a
: real comiposer that he dis

his own
rules.) At the end. in a ous coup de
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elated, I felt that I had just witnessed
Tavener's masterpicee,
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